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INTRODUCTION

This is a detailed guide to preparing the structure and
content of a manuscript intended for submission to
ScienceAsiaThe guide also describes the publishing
process from online submission to the appearance
of your article in print. This document is not yet
complete — it will be updated periodically. If you
are usingATeX to prepare your manuscript then you
should also look at oufTEX guide fvww.scienceasia.
org/sciaslatex.pdj which gives advice on technical
aspectsScienceAsidoes not differ greatly from other
journals, and so most of this article may be viewed as
a guide to writing a manuscript for any journal. It is
to your advantage if you take note of the parts of this
article which are relevant to your work. A manuscript
written following the guidelines given here is more
likely to be processed quickly and is more likely to
be published.

IS MY MANUSCRIPT SUITABLE?

Before preparing a manuscript f&@cienceAsiayou
should be aware that it is not simply enough that the
research you are presenting is new. A research article
(or short report) published iBcienceAsiahould also
meet at least one of the following criteria: (i) it
introduces a new technique or significantly extends
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a previous one (ii) it presents useful or interestingve try to avoid having articles on similar subjects
experimental or computationally obtained findingdy the same research group appearing too close to
(iii) it gives a new explanation for a phenomenon (iv) iteach other. This policy is also aimed at discouraging
derives significant theoretical results. Based on thesaithors from splitting results from related experiments
criteria and other considerations, there are a number calculations into a humber of shorter papers — a
of types of paper which are unlikely to be accepted, asingle comprehensive paper giving all the findings is
detailed in the following. much more convenient for the scientific community in
Forecast studies.We are not interested in pub- general.
lishing studies that merely take some time series data, Algebra papers introducing a new level of ab-
use standard procedures to fit a curve to it, and thestraction with no interesting structureWe are not
extrapolate. interested in manuscripts that appear to be presenting
Optimization studiesWe are generally not inter- a new level of abstraction for the sole purpose of
ested in publishing optimization studies with little orpublishing another paper.
no novel scientific insight unless it can be argued that Survey articles. We only publish survey or re-
the results are particularly interesting or useful. view articles if most of their content is not already
Descriptions of software We are not interested covered in other review articles and if we feel that
in manuscripts that just describe a computer prograrthey would be of appeal to a significant proportion
If the program contains a novel algorithm then thef the readership. Suitable review articles would
manuscript should be concerned primarily with deinclude ones about a particular area of current general
scribing the algorithm and showing how it is superioiinterest or application to a significant part of Asia. It
to alternatives. is particularly important that a review article is well
Very specialized case studies using pre-existingritten. If none of the authors are excellentin English,
techniques. If the manuscript does not present anyit is essential that the article is corrected by a native
new techniques and the results are relevant only to thenglish speaker before submission. Poorly written
particular region or object of the study then we areurvey articles will not be considered further.
unlikely to be interested in publishing it. Examples of  Articles already published in conference proceed-
such studies would be a survey of the species of fishgs. We will not consider publishing manuscripts that
in a lake or the construction of a particular bridge. Ifare essentially the same as articles that have already
you are presenting a new method you are of coursppeared in conference proceedings and are accessible
welcome to employ a case study to illustrate its usenline.
but it should be clear from the title and abstract that If you are in any doubt about whether your subject
the case study is an application of the new procedurarea is suitable, you are welcome to email just the title
and not the main goal of the paper. and abstract to the editor and we will then be able to
Studies relating to the taxonomy, distribution,advise you on whether we are likely to be interested
or farming of organisms that do not occur in Asia.in publishing it. The abstract should be in plain text in
Unless the authors can convincingly argue otherwis#he body of the email, and not sent as an attachment.
such studies are unlikely to be of interest to the vast
majority of the readers. MANUSCRIPT FRONT MATTER
Non-essential studies resulting in animal suffer-_
ing or environmental damageSome research such Ti
as toxicity studies causes suffering to animals. Othdrhe title should be concise but not too vague. In
studies may result in significant environmental damether words, the title should give a clear idea of what
age. We are only interested in publishing such rethe paper is about and give enough detail to make
search if it is clear that the potential benefits from thé& clear how the subject differs from similar studies,
knowledge gained outweigh the harm caused. but should not contain redundant words or phrases.
Topics that have occurred more than once irThe title should not contain abbreviations unless they
recent issues.The journal aims to maintain a goodare familiar to the whole scientific community (e.g.,
balance of topics covered by its articles. If a numbelMR is a permissible abbreviation). Unlessiitis really
of articles on a particular sub-field have appearedecessary, try to avoid using equations and symbols in
in recent issues then we are only likely to wish tahe title. If mentioning scientific (Latin) names, do
publish another article on the subject in the neamot include the name of or abbreviation for the person
future if the findings are especially significant. Inwho first classified the species. Also omit the family
particular, to maintain a balance of topics covered; these details can be given in the introduction; we

tle
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prefer to keep the titles as succinct as possible. Abstract

Only the first word (and the first word after a,q gnstract should be a single paragraph of not more

colon) needs to be_ ca.pitali.zed. The remaining wordﬁ]an 250 words concisely summarizing the paper. It
should only be capitalized if they are proper nouns. g4 include a brief description of the motivation,

methods, main results, and conclusions, and empha-

size what is novel in the work. A common error is to

use the first half or so of the abstract to introduce the
Authors and their affiliations subject. Only a sentence or two of introduction should

o .. be given, outlining the importance of the problem or
Only people who have made a significant contrlbutloQ\,hy it is of interest.

to the work should be listed as authors. Other people ~ 5 g using phrases like ‘The aim of the study
can be thanked in the acknowledgements. Likewis§, <15 ' or X and Y were compared'. Instead give

no one who has made a significant contribution t9,q 5ive the accomplished goal and the results of the
the work (including doing the experiment) should

. . . ~“comparison.
be omitted from the list. It is the corresponding

) o - The abstract should be self-contained. Thus if
author’s responsibility to ensure that this is the casg:mu define an abbreviation in the abstract (which you

and that all authors are aware that the manuscript {,,,,1d only do if you will use it more than once

being submitted.  After submission, no author canyain in the abstract), the abbreviation will need to
be dropped from the list of authors. When making,e gefined again in the main text. Similarly, if it is
a major revision to a manuscript after receiving the,gqenial to give a citation in the abstract, the details
rep_ort from the referees, it might be necessary g i reference must be given in the text as follows:
enlist the help of another researcher. It would then uthor surname(s)journal abbreviation volume
possible to add an author if a letter is sent to the editgy, o1 - Note that giving references in the abstract is
explaining what additional contribution was made b¥1ot something we encourage, and it is usually easy to
them. avoid doing so. The abstract should not refer directly

The preferred given name and initial(s), if anyy, hympered equations, figures, or tables in the main
as well as the surname for each author should hgi. o

included. The surname should follow the given name ¢+ is necessary to include mathematical expres-

and initials. E.g., write Cho-Liang Lin and not C.-L. sions in the abstract you may. However, equations

Lin or Lin Cho-Liang. should not be ‘displayed’ — i.e. they should be within
If a given name has a hyphen and the second PaHe text and not given a separate line.

is capitalized then initials from both parts will appear | is worth spending a lot of time perfecting the

in the annual index of authors. E.g., Cho-Liang Lingpqiract A manuscript whose title indicates it is of
will appear as Lin C-L whereas Cho-liang Lin will 5 5ina) interest and whose abstract is poorly written
appearas LinC. is likely to be rejected by the editorial. Potential ref-
If @ surname is made up of more than one word,eo decide whether or not to review the manuscript
(e.g., El Ta|ba_ny),_ then we nee_d to know S0 that thege, being sent only the title, abstract, and keywords.
author’s entry is given correctly in the annual index 01:6\ referee is more likely to agree to consider the
authors. In such cases you may indicate the surnargg,n seript, or at least suggest another more qualified
by writing it in capitals. E.g., Mohamed A. EL norqon if the abstract is well written and they can
TAIBANY. obtain a clear basic idea of the whole manuscript from

_ There should be no more than two genuine affiliy, - A manuscript with such an abstract is therefore
ations per author. By genuine affiliation we mean thﬁkely to be processed more quickly.

postal address of a workplace of the author. If you feel
that it is important to list other organizations, they can
be mentioned in the acknowledgements. Keywords
We do not permit footnotes giving extra detailsThese are 3-5 terms (separated by commas and not
such as current address or what proportion of the wodapitalized) that are not already present in the title.
was done by each author. The keywords are chosen to give the reader a little
There can be only one corresponding author; thisiore information about the most important concepts
is usually the author who submits the manuscripin the article (after they have already seen the title
online and who corresponds with the editor. One dout perhaps not yet read the abstract). Note that these
two (long-term) e-mail addresses should be given. keywords are not the same as the keywords that will
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appear in the annual keyword index. The keywords If you have a separate discussion section, avoid
for the annual index are selected later by the editorsgpeating the results in a lot of detail before discussing
although you are welcome to make suggestions fahem. If you think this is unavoidable, then combine
this based on the type of entries in last year’s index. the results and discussion into a single section called

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION. Many authors do this
MANUSCRIPT SECTIONS anyway and it tends to make a paper with many
Introductory sections different types of results easier to follow.

The discussion should be concise and give the

Thehlntrod.ucnon should start with a brief tif"‘Ckgrourw,nterpretation and significance of the results and how
to the subject. AScienceAsias not specialized, our they relate to other published work. Avoid giving a

W'de_ readership would ap_premate _'t ifyou could me_lk‘f’ong list of comparisons with other studies if you are
the first p.ara.g.raph O.f the introduction comprehensmlﬁnable to discuss why your results differ from the
to any scientifically literate person. others. It is not necessary for the discussion to be

.The remainder of the mtroductlon should ther\/ery long. Authors should not be tempted to bolster
outline the current state of the field followed by th%nsubstantial results by a lengthy discussion
aim of the present study, the reason for carrying it '

out, and its relationship to reported work in the areaConclusions

Avoid excessive deFa|I when you descnb(‘a the f'?'fj 3% is not necessary to have a concluding section. If the
awholg. More detalil can be given asyou home in Ot ontent of the conclusions section is identical to that
the topic of the m_anuscrlpt SO tha_t itbecomes apparegf the abstract then you may as well omit it. If you
how your work will advance th? field. do decide to include a concluding section, at least part
In t_he case of a matheme_mcal or any other pl_Jrele it should be saying something different from the
theoretical paper, you may wish to have an add't'on%st of the manuscript; for example, it might mention

mtrpdlfct_ory S¢Ct'0n (called,. for example,. prelimi- possible implementations of the results or suggestions
naries’) in which the formulism and any important; ) ¢ har study

results you will be using later can be given. Such
a section would be in place of the methods sectioAcknowledgements

present in manuscripts giving results of experimentqlhis section is for briefly acknowledging contribu-

or computational work. tions of individuals that influenced the content of the
manuscript, organizations that helped to make the
work possible, and sources of financial support. Grant
The methods sections give brief but sufficient infornymbers may be specified. When giving names of

mation for others to be able to reprOduce the reSU|t§60p|e’ omit their titles (eg Mr, Dr, Prof), qua"ﬁ_
Details of procedures should be presented only gations (e.g. PhD), and affiliations.

they are not given elsewhere in the literature. If the
procedures are modifications of existing ones, givBeferences

only the modifications. When submitting the manuscript it is important that
In the case of mathematics or other theoreticahe references include the title and that the details are
papers, the authors can follow the usual convention @fccurate. This is because we often choose referees
combining the methods and results into one or Mogom authors of papers in a similar field referred
sections with suitably informative headings. to in the manuscript. Also, a referee will not be
impressed if their paper is cited incorrectly. Note that
some names of authors contain accents or other ‘non-
The results can be presented inside the text, in figurestandard’ characters, e.g.a&, Rarirez, Lemdire,
or in tables. Avoid redundant presentation in the teXtigrgaard, Copui@u, Castédeda. These modifica-
of the data already shown in tables or figures, or thions to characters should not be ignored.
use of both figures and tables to show the same data. You should not group a set of related citations into
Always aim to present the results in the most compaet single entry in the list of references. In other words,
way possible. If a set of results involves just a feweach reference number should be associated with only
numbers, the results should be presented in the bodype document.

Method sections

Results and discussion sections

of the text and not as a figure or table. The reference section of this document has ex-
Sub-headings may be used to help keep results amples giving the formats for published journal ar-
the same type together. ticles*™, journal articles in press books, chapters
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in books’, proceeding® these&'° and technical Sections that are not permitted

1
repo(;tsl : bmissi q insist th ¢ Do not include a section entitled list of nomenclature
n submission we do not Insist that references, ,phreviations. Instead, define all symbols and

conform exactly to the above style. However, once ifyp e iations in the text the first time they are used.
has become apparent that your manuscript is likely to The journal does not allow for appendices
be accepted you should make sure that the following '

details in particular are adhered to. Only use et al if
there are more than 8 authors. The author/editor NMANUSCRIPT CONTENT
tials follow the surname. The year is in brackets afte
the author(s). Titles of books and proceedings shou
be in italics and capitalized. All other titles should nofThroughout the manuscript, references should be
be in italics (except words which are always italicizedyiven for any non-trivial techniques or results that are
such as scientific names) and should not be capitalizedt being presented by the authors as new. Citations
(except for words that are always capitalized). Thare made by using superscripted numbers likelthis
names of journals should be in italics. In the caser when mentioning a reference as part of a sentence
of obscure journals give the full name of the journalyou should use, for example, Réif.
In other cases you may give a standard abbreviation In the text, avoid referring to the authors of
for the journal instead. In all cases the journal nameeferences unless necessary. If authors are referred
will be converted to the required abbreviation by outo explicitly, the superscript cite number must still be
manuscript processing software. The volume numbg@resent. Also, when mentioning authors of cited work,
of journal articles should be in bold font. First andgive only the surnames — do not include initials for the
last page numbers must be given for journal articledirst names and do not include the year.
articles in proceedings, and chapters in books. For Include only the most important references. |If
journals which have article numbers instead of pagiere is a choice, the best references tend to be in
numbers, give only the article number and not théhe following order: journal article, book, conference
number of pages (e.g., ReB). Except for journal proceedings, others. Try to avoid giving references
articles, a page range and an individual page shouttiat are not published and/or difficult to obtain such
be preceded by pp and p, respectively. You do n@ts theses and technical reports, or those that are not in
need to abbreviate the last page number as this is doeglish.
by our software. We wish to strongly discourage authors from
You are very welcome to also give us the DOI ofciting articles on webpages. Such articles are not
the references, but this is not obligatory except in thpublished and are subject to change, censorship, and
case of articles in press. We normally attempt to findeletion. You should certainly not cite Wikipedia
the DOI manually — a time-consuming process. Notpages.
that at present we are only interested in the DOl and When giving multiple citations following a single
not in any other types of links to publications. idea, there shouldn’t be more than 3 (or possibly 4)
Aside from the DOI (and in some cases the issueitations.
number), you should not give any extraneous informa-
tion such as the publisher of journals or proceedings ) _
or the total number of pages in books. In the caSMate”aIS’ equipment, and software
of webpages (which you should only cite if there isTo specify the supplier of materials or equipment put
really no alternative) you do not need to give the datthe company name in brackets after the item. There
accessed. is no need to give the country in which the company
Although the references will be listed in the ordelis based unless the company is not well-known by
of citation in the published article, it is not necessarypeople in your field. E.g., write (Fluka) not (Fluka,
for you to order the references yourself — our softwar8witzerland).
will take care of that. However, it would be helpful if There is no need to use trademark (TM) or reg-
you check that only references cited in the text appedstered trademark (R) symbols as there is no legal
in the list and that no reference appears more thaequirement to do so (and they will be removed by our
once. manuscript processing software anyway).
In the case of centrifugation give thevalue
rather than the rpm. E.g., the sample was centrifuged
at 400@ for 10 min.

itations
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Abbreviations for a test. It would be true to say that 58.6% (or
Abbreviations should only be defined once and onl§VeN 58-621%) of the patients tested were positive.

used if the abbreviation appears later on in the tex _owevert,)lwith Slfcg a Emall sarpp;:e, one lco.uld fonly
Avoid non-standard abbreviations unless they are us&g2sonably conclude that 0.6 of the population from

at least 3 times in the text. Do not use abbreviation\é’h,'Ch the sample was drawn would be positive. Thus

for two short words. E.g., don't abbreviate black hole"V'1ting 59% would be more appropriate in this case.
The appropriate numbers of significant figures

You do not need to give the meaning of very com-

monly used abbreviations such as NMR or ANOVAShOUId also be used when giving the mean and stan-

which are used in a wide variety of fields dard deviation. If the standard deviation is large it only
When defining an abbreviation you. should nO{nakes sense to give the mean and standard deviation

capitalize the words in the definition (unless they ar 1 ©r 2 significant figures. E.g., if you find the result
proper nouns). E.g., write discrete Fourier transforrt-83+ 1.24 then write 4.8 1.2.
(DFT) rather than Discrete Fourier Transform (DFT).ynits

As is usual practice in the biological sciences, the

genus should be abbreviated by its the first letter aftet' UNits should be used throughout unless it is com-
mon practice in the field to use other units. Abbrevi-

the first time the scientific name appears in full, pro-" ¢ . ) ioht) f K
vided there is no mention of another genus beginnir:?t'Ons or units are in roman (upright) font. Take care

with the same letter. In the case of the first figurd® USe the correct case for the unit. E.g., write 20 km
caption in which a scientific name appears, you magnd not 2&Km
wish to write the name in full as readers sometimes The journal uses | rather than L as the symbol for

like to peruse the figures first before reading the whollres. Ensure that units given in figures follow this
article. convention.

If the unit contains only one reciprocal of a funda-
mental unit (following a non-reciprocal fundamental
unit), we would prefer you to use /" rather than
Do not use commas to separate groups of three digitgising to the power-1. E.g., write mg/l rather
e.g., write 3500 rather than 3,500. The journal usethan mgt?®. However, if the unit contains only
thin spaces instead of commas for numbers witheciprocals, you should use the superscript format.
more than 4 digits to the left of the decimal point.E.g., write 50 mirr* rather than 50 /min. You should
There is no need for you to add these thin space®ver use more than one ‘/’ in the units. E.g., write
— our manuscript processing software will add therd.2 kJ kg K—* rather than 4.2 kJ/kg/K.
automatically. Do not separate fundamental units by dots or

In the case of ordinal numbers, there is no need tashes. Instead use a thin space. E.g., writ€ h®
raise the ‘st’, ‘nd’, ‘rd’, or ‘th’. E.g., write 4th rather and not 1022-m or 10Q2-m.
than 4", When giving the dimensions of surfaces or vol-

Always use an appropriate number of significantimes the unit should be present for each direction.
figures. If you write a number without giving any E.g., write 1 cmx 1 cm rather than Xk 1 cm.
other indication of the uncertainty then it is assumed Note that ppt denotes parts per trillion. Parts
that all the digits are significant — i.e., correct. E.g., iper thousand should should be denoted by %.. Al-
you write 28.0 without a standard deviation then thisernatively, the quantity can be re-expressed as a
implies that you are sure that the value lies betwegpercentage.

27.95 and 28.05, in other words, the value is not 27.9

or 28.1. An exception to this are the zeros immeoliatelfg'Values

to the left of the decimal point which are generallyOnce you have said that differences were considered
considered to be not significant. Thus writing 600 nsignificant whenp < 0.05, do not put < 0.05)
implies 1 significant figure accuracy. (In this case, ifafter every statistically significant result gr £ 0.05)

you wish to indicate that this quantity is being giverafter every statistically insignificant result. You may,
to 3 significant figures you should write 6.00°1 or  however, state the-value if you know it. p-values
0.600 km.) should not be given to more than 2 significant figures.

Even if you are sure of the accuracy of a particular
result, it may be misleading or not be of interest
to give more than 1 or 2 significant figures. ForSymbols composed of a single letter should be in italic
example, suppose 51 patients out of 87 prove positifent with the exception of vectors which should be

Numbers, significant figures, and errors

ymbols and mathematical expressions
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in bold roman (upright) font. Symbols composed othe manuscript or the equation is a key result which
more than one letter (e.gRe for Reynolds number) others may wish to refer to when mentioning your
should not be italic. If the symbol has a subscriptarticle. An equation should never be referred to before
the subscript should be in roman font if it stands foit is displayed.
a word and in italics if the subscript is a variable. If the equation does not need a number, is short,
E.g., writek. for critical wavenumber buk, for the and does not contain a fraction then to save space the
component of the wavenumber in thelirection. equation should not be displayed.
Try to avoid using words to represent quantities in
equations. Define a single-letter symbol instead.
Do not use the times symbal or a central dot
between variables to denote multiplication. E.g., write
F=maandnotF =m xaorF =m:-a. Tables
Bear in mind that if you are using an italic smallBefore creating a table, first decide whether this is the
letter ‘v’ as a symbol and the symbol appears in most efficient way to present the data. In almost all
figure, av can look like the Greek letter in some cases, you should not use a table if the table would
fonts. In such a case you should choose the fonts ydave only one row of results — it is much more efficient
use in your figures carefully (e.g., Helvetica is OK, buto give the information in the manuscript text instead.
Times is not) or instead use a different symbol (such Tables must be in a text, not graphics, format and
asV) throughout the manuscript. should be placed in the appropriate place in the body
Symbols for functions with more than one letterof the manuscript. There is no need to send the tables
should be in roman font. E.g., writevsec x rather separately or have a list of table captions.
thancosec . The caption (which appears above the tabulated
There is no need to give the definitions of standardata) should contain only the title of the table. Define
functions such as the gamma functibf) or error symbols and abbreviations (if not already given in the
functionerf(x). text) immediately below the last row of the tabulated
Expressions involving fractions in the body ofdata. Make additional comments on the data with the
the text should use a solidus/{‘symbol) rather aid of footnotes labelled a, b, c, etc. The table caption
than a horizontal line to denote division except if theshould only appear once in the manuscript — do not
numerator and denominator are both small integeraake a separate list of table captions.
in which case the horizontal line is preferable. E.g., Tables do not need any vertical lines to separate
write a/2b rather thang;, but e.g., writing spin% is columns and horizontal lines should be used sparingly.
permissible. Do not change the font type (to bold or italics) for
table headings. If really necessary, bold or italic font
may be used for some entries in the table to give extra
Equations can appear in the body of the text or bgformation (which should be explained in the table
‘displayed’ i.e., appear by themselves on a separafgotnotes).
line. Unlike figures and tables, displayed equations A column should never contain just one symbol or
are read as part of the text and thus follow the usughlue. This information should instead be presented
rules of punctuation; if the equation ends a sentencedbmewhere in the text. Similarly, a column containing
should be followed by a full stop. If the equation doesill the same value or symbol with only one or two
not end the sentence, make sure that there is no neceptions should also be replaced by a statement in
paragraph after the equation. The following sentena@e text.

is an example of the standard way of introducing an | you are considering including tables or figures

Equations

equation. The energy is given by that do not show results you are presenting in the
me2 manuscript, think carefully whether it is really neces-
E= \/1772/2 sary to include them. They are probably not necessary
—ve/cC

if the contents of the tables or figures are not referred
wherem andv are, respectively, the rest mass ando in the discussion.
speed of the object, ands the speed of light. Do not Wherever possible, combine tables showing simi-
give an explanation of the symbols by using a separalar types of data into a single table. You might need to
line for each symbol. temporarily decrease the font size to do this.
A displayed equation should only have an equa- Inthe case of wide tables, never split a row onto a
tion number if either you refer to the equation later imew line. Instead use a smaller font size for the table.
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Figures appear within the rectangle defined by the axes. Once
As with tables, before preparing a figure, first thind'€ Manuscript has passed the refereeing stage, you

whether it is necessary. In the case of a figure showirgo4!d omit the subfigure labels from the photo files
results, if the figure is showing 3 or 4 results whichyoU Send us since we have software for adding the

are not a function of an independent variable, e.g., tH@beIS of the correct font automatically provided the

amounts of a chemical in 4 different substances, thdheS aré named figla.jpg, etc. For PDF files we
this information could be more efficiently given in the€€d you to add the subfigure labels (preferably in
text. Helvetica font) of an appropriate size yourself in all

Figures not to include: screen dumps of graphicaﬁases' i
user interfaces —we are never interested in seeing what Text (legends and axis labels and numbers) should

a program looks like when running. Do not include &referably be in the Helvetica (or th&iX Computer

flowchart of experimental procedures. Maps simpl)?/lOdem) font. The font size should be such that the

giving the location of a study site are not necessary text is of a similar size to the text in the caption when

give the latitude and longitude instead. the figure is reduch to the width of a single colum.n.
As we often ask authors to improve figures, it ishe default font size of most plotting programs is

essential that you keep the data used to generate ally too smal[. In the case of Matlap you can
figure. change the font size by entering the following:

The format in which figures which are not photog®®!(0 defaultaxesfontsize’,20);
are submitted for the final version of the article ig*®l(0:defaulttextiontsize’,20); o
crucial. Figures containing mostly text, lines, and  With the exception of logarithmic scales, the
numbers (such as graphs, diagrams of apparatus, bgrmg on an axis sh'ould be to a fixed number
maps) must be EPS (encapsulated PostScript) or PIJE decimal places, e.g., if the values plotted range
files. The only way to obtain usable EPS or PDr_between 0.17 and 2.32 the tick marks on the axis
files is from the program generating the figure. WéhOUId be 0.0, 0.5, 1.0, 1.5, 2.0, 2.5 (and not 0, 0.5,

cannot use EPS files that have been obtained %{)1'5' 2, 2.5). Some graph drawing programs do not

conversion from another format. In particular, we ca this by default. E.g., after creating a plot in Matlab

never use EPS or PDF files obtained from Photosho}ﬂ?u need to enter the following to get 1 decimal place

Photoshop should only be used for photos. or the X-axis:
To produce graphics files in EPS or PDF formaf _ _

you will need to use a graph or diagram drawing®\(9ca XTickLabel sprinti(%.1f|' xt));

program that is capable of giving vector PDF or (non- The axis labels should be in the format symbol

binary format) EPS files as the output (e.g., IGOFEOHOWGd by the unit ip brackets. E.gx, (km). If no
Pro, Origin, Matlab, Mathematica, Maple, gnuplot,symbOI has been defined then use the (uncapitalized)
name of the quantity. E.g., wavenumber (cih

Corel Draw, SigmaPlot, Adobe lllustrator, Inkscape,
Xfig, Treeview). Note that SigmaPlot cannot produce ITdtT)e case O.f contr(]).ur_plots (;r m?ps the aTes
vector PDF files; you should instead export as EPS py'ould be isotropic.  This is so that, for exmaple,
selecting ‘Graph’ followed by ‘Export’ and ‘EPS (no ircular features appear as circles rather than ellipses.
preview, *.eps)’, and in “Text Options’ select ‘Convert!n Matlab this is achieved using:
to PostScript fonts’. Alternatively, if you are using®s eaua _ .

Avoid using colour in plots and diagrams unless

other Windows programs (such as MS Excel), you can o o
print the graph or diagram with the option ‘print toYOU are willing to meet the cost of printing the colour

file’ using a PostScript or PDF printer driver. plates (15QOO THB). Just use greyscales or different
Keep the amount of text in figures to a minimum.“ne styles instead, if necessary. We have found that

The title(s) of illustrations should be placed in the"® @Ppearance of colours when printed in black and

caption (which is below the illustration) and not withinWNit€ depends a lot on the printer — a coloured line
the illustration itself. which appears distinct in one printout can be virtually

In the case of subfigures, the subfigure labels (é

visible in a printout from a different make of printer.
(b), (c), etc. should preferably be placed in the togome programs (e.g., Matlab) automatically plot lines
left of each subfigure in such a way that it does n

apn different colours. To disable this in Matlab use
increase the overall size of the subfigure. Thus in the

lormap([0 0 0])
case of photos these labels should be placed within T the figure is not a photo, use a white back-
the photo and for graphs the labels should ideallg

t=get(gca, XTick’);

round, even if you are paying for the colour printing.
his will make the subject of the figure easier to see if
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the reader wishes to print the article using a black anidternational bodies such as the UN and WHO and in-
white printer. ternational journals employing stringent editing such

Once the manuscript is accepted, any photassNature However, you only need to make sure that
should be sent to us as high-resolution JPEG or TIF&all words in the manuscript text are spelled correctly in
files. Photos should not contain the name of theome version of English. Our manuscript processing
photographer or image source. If the photographer software will convert all correctly spelled words to
not one of the authors, or the image is from anotheDED spelling automatically. We cannot change words
publication, this information can be given in the figurein figures easily so these should follow OED spelling.
caption. A scale should appear on photomicrographs. Titles of references should have the same spelling

The figures should not contain the name of thand punctuation as in the original published article,
figure (the figure number) or the caption. We shouldlthough the capitalization of titles should follow the
be able to identify the figure from the name of the fileguidelines given earlier.

MANUSCRIPT PROCESSING

Avoid putting obvious statements in captions. For his section details the steps involved in processing a
example, it is not necessary to write a ‘semi-log p|0tmanuscri_pt frpm when it is submitted online until it
— this will be obvious from the axes. appears in print.

Do not put material (such as experimental details}njine submission

in the caption which has already appeared in the text. , ) i }
Avoid putting plot symbols in the caption. We only consider manuscripts submitted as PDF files

Do not include a separate list of figure captionsVid the online submission form atww.scienceasia.

The figure caption should only appear below the figur@9/submissiormanuscripts.php
and the figure should appear in the appropriate place COVering letter. The manuscript should be ac-

Figure captions

within the text. companied by a covering letter (in the form of a
separate PDF file called CoverLetter.pdf) which states
Writing style that the work is that of the authors and has not been

_ _ _ published and is not being considered for publication
The manuscript should be written as concisely a§isewhere. The covering letter is also an opportunity
possible. _ i _ for the authors to explain why the work is interesting
~ Avoid ambiguous terms. E.g., use ‘increase’ gnq should be published. Such an explanation is
instead of ‘enhance’ if that is what you mean byparticularly important for a manuscript which is likely
enhance. ‘ to regarded as a borderline case according to the
Avoid redundant words. E.g., ‘collected sam- iitaria given at the beginning of this guide.

ples’ should be ‘samples’ — there are no ‘uncollected 1y ¢ of article During submission the author has
samples’. Similarly, ‘treated and untr_eated sample§he opportunity to suggest what type of article the
should be ‘samples’ (or ‘all samples’ if you had justy,anyscript should be considered as. Note that the
been referring to only some of the samples) SinCR,rna| reserves the right to make the final decision
‘treated and untreated’ covers all cases. on this. The journal regards Research Articles and

_ Conjuncts. Avoid starting almost every sentencegy ot Reports as being of equal status. The difference
with a conjunct such as consequently, in addition, 0Bgyeen the two is merely their length; Short Reports
the other hand, or however — this becomes tiring Qe 4_s5 journal pages or less. In fact, a well-written,
read. A paragraph should never start with a conjunClyihy article appearing in the Short Reports section
. Tenses. Once a result has been published its mqre fikely to be appreciated by our readership
is regarded as establlshe_d fact and so is still m{‘ﬁan some of the more long-winded expositions that
and should therefore be in the present tense. Thgmatimes appear in the Research Articles section.
also helps distinguish such a result from the authors’  p\ision of supplementary materidior review-
re_su_lts which shoulq be in the past. An exception t%g purposes, authors may provide supplementary ma-
this is when one writes “Ng et al found that ..." —tgig| such as extensive experimental data, graphical or
then that should be in the past. spectral data, which cannot be included in the paper
due to space limitations. In addition, if the author
makes substantial reference to a paper that is difficult
The journal uses Oxford English Dictionary (OED)to obtain, the author may wish to supply an electronic
spelling which is also used in official documents ofcopy of it.

Spelling
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Ethical use of animals.A manuscript reporting only the title, abstract, and keywords. If they agree to
studies that involved the use of animals must beesview it they will be sent the entire manuscript and
accompanied by a statement from the Institutionasked to review it within 2 weeks. If they take longer
Animal Use and Care Committee, or similar body, tahan this we send them reminders periodically.
show that the animals received humane care according If no experts in the field are willing to act as
to the guidelines specified by the institution. referees then we will be forced to reject the manuscript
due to lack of interest. So far this has only happened
once in the case of a very specialized mathematics
After the online submission is complete, the editoriamanuscript.
will check whether the manuscript is potentially suit-  The main purpose of the referees is to advise us
able for publication irScienceAsialf it is not suitable on whether the work is new, significant, and correct.
we will aim to inform the author within a week of We will continue to seek the opinions of referees until
submission. we are convinced that either (i) one or more of the

The following checks are also carried out on theriteria have no chance of being met, in which case
manuscript. If any of them are not met, the manuscrighe manuscript will be rejected, or (ii) the manuscript
will be returned to the authors to fix the problem(s). meets all three criteria in which case the manuscript is

Line numbers presengll manuscripts must have likely to be accepted, although usually only after some
line numbers running from the beginning to the endrevisions are made.

This is so that it is easy for the referees and editorial The referees usually require a number of correc-
staff to make detailed comments if necessary — writingons before they recommend that the manuscript is
L273 instead of p.7, 2nd paragraph, 13th line savesccepted. In some cases they are unable to assess
a lot of time. If you are using the latest versionwhether the manuscript is worthy of publication until

of the scias.cls file then line numbers will appeathe authors clarify some details. Unless the suggested
automatically. If you do not see line numbers therhanges are all minor, at this stage the author should

Editorial review

you are using an old version of the class file. therefore not assume that the manuscript will eventu-
Manuscript with many equations was preparedlly be accepted.
using BIpX with the scias.cls file.All mathematics When returning a revised version of the

manuscripts or any other manuscripts with many conmanuscript the author(s) should provide a
plicated equations must be prepared usiigld{ with commentary on all the changes made. This should be
the scias.cls file. done by first copying and pasting the comments of

References have titleThe titles of all papers in the referee(s) and then answering them one by one. If
the list of references must be present. This is to hejpou decide not to follow a suggestion of the referee
us to search for potential referees. then you should explain why.

English is of a sufficient standardVe will toler-
ate minor grammatical errors, but if the English in th
manuscript is so poor that it is difficult for the readerAfter all the referees have indicated that they feel that
to understand we will require that the authors arrangde manuscript is now acceptable for publication, the
for the grammar to be corrected before we send theditorial staff of the journal make a further check on
manuscript to the referees. If one of the authors ithe content of the manuscript. This is to ensure that
clearly a native speaker we will be less tolerant — thany (normally minor) points that the referees did not
author should have corrected the manuscript befoeldress are cleared up and also that the manuscript
submission. conforms to the guidelines of the journal before the

Manuscript is well presented and free of carelesaurticle is prepared for publication. The author is sent a
mistakes. We will not send manuscripts with many ‘PRR letter’ by email giving details of the requested
obvious typing errors to referees. Authors who are nathanges. The author should treat this as another
willing to take the time to carefully proof-read their referee report and respond by answering the changes
manuscript before submission should not considgoint by point in the text of a reply to the email, or by
publishing withScienceAsia sending an additional PDF file listing the changes.

Occasionally serious problems in the manuscript
content are found during the PRR. If the authors are
Once the manuscript has passed the editorial reviewnable to fix these, the manuscript will end up being
we will attempt to find experts in the field who arerejected.
willing to act as referees. Each potential referee is sent Once we are satisfied with the changes to the

gost-referee review (PRR)

Peer review and author revision
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manuscript and the figures are in the correct format,
the author will be sent an acceptance letter and asked

to complete a copyright form.

Editing

After the manuscript has passed the post-referee re-

view stage, if it is not already &ATgX file it is

converted into one using Writer2LaTeX. There are
some things such as citations and equations that
Writer2LaTeX cannot always deal with and these 7
are corrected by hand. The DOls, if they can be
found, are also added to the references manually. The
IATEX file is then fed into our manuscript processing 8.
software which orders the references if necessary,
makes numerous formatting adjustments, and corrects
some minor errors. Further adjustments to the tables
in particular are made by hand. The manuscript is
then ready for detailed editing. During this process
the editors will sometimes have additional queries for
the authors which should be responded to promptl
(by text in the body of the email and not by send-
ing additional files). Once this stage of editing is
completed, a proof version of the manuscript with
line numbers is sent to the authors. The authors arg .
given 2 working days to supply corrections. After
the author corrections have been completed, further
minor adjustments such as balancing columns of text

and positioning of figures and tables are made.

Online and printed versions

When all the manuscripts for the issue are in their final
form, the article details are sent to tieienceAsia
database and the PDF files of the articles are made
available on the website. The printed version of the

issue is normally ready around 2 weeks after this.
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